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This morning we are going to learn more and more about Jesus.  I pray that the Holy Spirit 

makes His Word clear and that we will see the mercy and the love of Jesus Christ as we get into 

the Gospel of Luke. 

 

We are here today on the first Sunday of the year of our Lord 2019, six days into the new year.  

Whenever this time of the year comes with all the resolutions that people seek to implement in 

their lives, I think of a theologian of yesteryear by the name of Johnathan Edwards.   

 

Edwards is regarded by many to be the greatest theological mind that the United States of 

America has ever produced.  His writings are so deep and rich that reading one of his chapters 

would take the same amount of time as reading an entire book.  He was a deep, deep and 

profound thinker and a solid theologian. 

 

When he was a young man of 19 and 20 in the years 1722 and 1723, Edwards compiled his list 

of 70 resolutions.  They are so powerful.  Sometimes I think about the fact that these resolutions 

were written by a 19 or 20-year-old, and here I am at 45 years old learning from him. 

 

Most of his resolutions were written in the style of his day, where a single sentence resembled a 

paragraph.  I want to read several of Edwards more compact resolutions.  Maybe you will find 

some inspiration from these.  Each resolution begins with the word resolved.  Number: 

 

6. Resolved, to live with all my might, while I do live. 

 

He was not going to be a slacker or a loafer.  Sometimes I think young Jonathan Edwards would 

think of all the time that teenagers and adults now spend playing video games and the like.   

 

7. Resolved, never to do anything, which I should be afraid to do, if it were the last 

hour of my live. 

 

That perspective inspires holiness.   

 

10. Resolved, when I feel pain, to think of the pains of martyrdom, and of hell. 

 

Edwards was not going to take the doctrine of God’s judgment and move it out to the periphery.  

He was going to live with the understanding that God’s judgment exists and that he would try to 

reach people to snatch them from the fire. 

 

14. Resolved, never to do anything out of revenge. 

 

15. Resolved, never to suffer the least motions of anger to irrational beings. 
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He was not going to get mad at the dog! 

 

17. Resolved, that I will live so as I shall wish I had done when I come to die. 

 

20. Resolved, to maintain the strictest temperance in eating and drinking.   

 

This sounds like one of the New Year’s resolutions that is probably common to many 

Americans.   

 

Finally, I will close with a resolution that brings us to where we are in this morning’s service. 

 

28. Resolved, to study the Scriptures so steadily, constantly and frequently, as that I 

may find, and plainly perceive myself to grow in the knowledge of the same. 

 

He wanted to be like that Psalm 1 man who was meditating on the Law of the Lord day and 

night, therefore: 

 
3
He is like a tree 

planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

and its leaf does not wither. 
 

Jonathan Edwards was a young man who had some resolve and determination that the Lord put 

into his heart.  I think about him every time New Year’s rolls around.  However, this morning, I 

want to fix our attention on a man of even greater resolve than that of Jonathan Edwards.   

 

He would have appeared in our eyes to be another young man just thirty-two-years of age.  But 

the fact of the matter is that His existence was from ancient times as we have learned recently 

here at Bethel Grace.  He did not emerge from history, He entered into history from the days of 

eternity. 

 

Of course, I am talking about Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, the Messiah who came into the 

world bringing His Kingdom, and His truth, and coming with His mission to provide redemption 

for sinners like us by dying on the cross and being raised from death. 

 

This morning, I want us to see the resolve that carried the Lord Jesus Christ.  I pray that some of 

the resolve that He had, rubs off on us as well.  Rather, instead of rubbing off, that it will be 

produced within us by the power of His Spirit. 

 

As we enter into the Gospel of Luke once again and resume our study, we enter back in at a 

major point of transition in the book.  Up to this point, most of the Gospel of Luke has been all 

about the light shining in Galilee.  It has been Christ the light of the world and His ministry had 

been focused on that northern portion of the land of Israel. 
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We have read how Jesus came teaching in all the synagogues; how He had been driving out 

demons; how He had been healing the sick; how He had been cleansing and feeding lepers.  He 

had been feeding the multitudes.  He had been calming storms.  Jesus had been doing all these 

things to raise our awareness of the fact that He is the Son of God.  He is the Messiah, who has 

come into the world. 

 

Here in Luke Chapter 9, we find that not only was Jesus the light shining in that region of 

Galilee, but now the light of the Lord was beginning to shine within the hearts of the disciples. 

Even to the point that when asked by Jesus who they said He was, Peter responded, You are the 

Messiah of God.  We understand that the disciples had this right.  Jesus had been performing 

these miracles to make this truth known.  

 

Now we come to this point in the Gospel of Luke where God’s chosen hour drew near.  His 

Galilean ministry was accomplished, and it was over.  The work of redemption was soon to take 

place, and the cross was calling the Messiah where He would go and suffer for sinners like us.   

 

From here into the next nine or ten chapters of the Gospel of Luke, Christ steadily made His way 

to Jerusalem, the city of peace, where He would establish peace between sinners like us and God 

wherever there is repentance and faith in what He has done for us. 

 

As we begin this next segment of the book, Luke’s author, carried by the Holy Spirit, wanted you 

and I to see the resolve that Christ had in His heart, driving Him into the work of redemption that 

He performed by grace. 

 

It was the kind of resolve that you would have been able to see on His face.  It was the kind of 

resolve that was not going to be deterred by the insolence of men.  It was the kind of resolve that 

was going to continue in a spirit of mercy, as the whole heart of His mission, His First Coming, 

was that of salvation and grace and mercy. 

 

It was the kind of resolve that Jesus would require of anyone who would come into a relationship 

with Him and follow as a disciple.  It was the kind of resolve that He wants to put in us, His 

people, as well.   

 

Let’s look at this next segment of the Gospel of Luke begins.  Luke Chapter 9 beginning in 

Verse 51: 

 
51

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem.  
52

And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village 

of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him.  
53

But the people did not receive 

him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem.  
54

And when his disciples James 

and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from 

heaven and consume them?”  
55

But he turned and rebuked them.  
56

And they went 

on to another village. 
57

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 

wherever you go.”  
58

And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  
59

To another he said, 
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“Follow me.”  But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”  
60

And Jesus 

said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead.  But as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.”  
61

Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let 

me first say a farewell to those at my home.”  
62

Jesus said to him, “No one who puts 

his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

This is serious teaching!  This is strong material given to us by the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus to 

us and to show us what the Christian life is like.   

 

Once again, what I want to emphasize as we begin, is that this is a major transition here in the 

Gospel of Luke.  This is a huge moment.  We need to pay attention to these words in Verse 51: 

 
51

…he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
 

Those two words to go are so important and distinct here in the Gospel of Luke because up to 

that point, it has all been about His coming.  Early in the Gospel, we hear the angelic 

proclamations of His birth and His coming into the world. 

 

There were announcements of His arrival proclaimed to Zachariah, to Mary, to the Shepherds, 

and by John the Baptist at His baptism.  Jesus has come with the power and the truth of God.  He 

has come with the Gospel of the Kingdom.  He has come with grace. 

 

The pinnacle of His coming, is when He went with James and John and Peter up onto the Mount 

of Transfiguration, where the glory that was inherent in His being was revealed to them in the 

bright light that must have lit up the top of that hill. 

 

Up to this point, the Gospel has been all about His coming.  He has come into the world on His 

mission of mercy.  However, starting in this passage of Scripture, there is a shift and it is all 

about His going.   

 

Look again at what it says in Verse 51: 

 
51

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem. 
 

Notice that language of being taken up.  That is the language that is used in Scripture for the 

event of His ascension.  That phrase, it looks past the cross of our redemption.  It looks through 

the empty grave.  It looks to that moment when, by the power of God, Jesus was lifted up before 

the eyes of His followers and taken back up into Heaven, where He would be enthroned at the 

right hand of majesty. 

 

For the joy that was set before Him, Jesus went straight into Jerusalem knowing that there would 

be Pilate’s scourge, knowing that there would be the Roman soldier’s rod, knowing that there 

would be the betrayal and opposition and slander.  Jesus went forward, looking forward to that 

moment that He would be taken up, this time having done the works of redemption, so that we, 
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His chosen bride, would be right there enthroned with Him in glory, as is revealed to us in 

Ephesians Chapter 2. 

 

For the joy set before Him, Jesus went into His suffering and, soon enough, into His exaltation.  

Do you see the resolve with which He went?  In Verses 51 through 56, it says that He set His 

face toward Jerusalem.  This is drawn from an Old Testament idiom, where the resolve of a 

person’s heart was so powerful that it would be evident even on their countenance in how they 

looked. 

 

Have you ever seen a person like that?  They are determined to get something done, even if it is 

something difficult.  Jesus set His face.  Our Savior was resolved to save us and to bring us into 

glory with Him.  Hallelujah, what a Savior! 

 

As we look in this text, not only do we have Christ revealed to us, but we have the Christian life 

revealed to us as well, as we are those who walk in the pattern of the Messiah.  I want us to see 

two qualities of His resolve, of His determination that I think come out of the story contained in 

Chapter 9 and Verses 51 through 56. 

 

I want us to see what is recorded here about an encounter with a village of Samaritans; how two 

of His disciples originally responded, the reaction of Jesus to it, and what that teaches us about 

the nature of the Christian resolve in the age of grace where the Gospel goes forth in the age we 

live in.  Let’s consider the resolution that ought to be living in our hearts as well as we take in 

that story.   

 

I offer you: 

 

Two Qualities of Christ-like Resolve: 

 

First, 

 

1. It reaches out to the unreachable (9:51-53) 
 

It is the kind determination that sent Christ beyond the boarders of what was deemed acceptable 

by His people.  The resolve of Christ sent Him to the people that most of His people wanted 

absolutely nothing to do with. 

 

Did you notice that in the text?  Look again at what it says in Verse 51 through 53: 

 
51

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem.  
52

And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village 

of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him.  
53

But the people did not receive 

him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 
 

This was the first stop of Jesus as He left Galilee going to Jerusalem.  He took a meandering path 

that would take Him here and there.  Jesus was on God’s timetable, and His first stop was in 

Samaria, to a village of the Samaritans. 
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There was so much more happening here that might not be evident at first glance, because the 

Jewish people in the day of Christ had very little love for the Gentile world.  They despised most 

of the non-Jewish people groups.  Of all the people they hated, they hated the Samaritans the 

most.  The Samaritans were considered by the Jews as a mixed race.  They were the Semite 

pagan offspring of the Israelites from the Northern Kingdom in Israel’s history. 

 

Some of the Israelites of the north were left behind when the Assyrians came in and conquered 

the land.  They took most of the Northern Israelites off into captivity.  Then the king of Assyria 

populated that region with pagan people of his own.  The Jews that remained, they intermarried 

with those pagans.  They blended their worship with the pagans. 

 

So, most of the Jewish people of Jesus’ day regarded the Samaritans as a mixed race—a mixture 

of race and a mixture of religion—and they did not like them.  They despised them and would 

not have anything to do with them, so that whenever Jewish people of the north in Galilee would 

travel down to Jerusalem for festivals, they would not typically go through Samaria. 

 

That was there prejudice.  That was the foulness of their perspective.  They went around 

Samaria.  They would cross the Jordan twice just to avoid going into an area that they deemed 

unclean.  If they ever did go through Samaria, they would go fast.   

 

If they knew they would have to be there for a while, they would pack their own food.  They did 

not want to eat food that was prepared by unclean hands.  Jewish people would camp out on the 

outskirts of town.  They did not want to sleep in unclean beds.  That was their perspective.   

 

What about Jesus, though?  What was Jesus doing there?  Here He was going to Jerusalem where 

He was going to provide redemption for all the nations of the world, and He went through 

Samaria and slowed down.  He reduced His pace. 

 

Not only that, what we read here in the text is that He intended to enjoy some of their hospitality.  

That was His love for them.  This is what we see Jesus doing.  Most of the Jewish people of His 

day would have been beside themselves.  They would wonder what He was doing, because 

people did not do that, and it was not acceptable. 

 

Yet, Jesus with very deliberate resolve reached out even to those that His nation deemed 

unreachable.  However, Jesus was telling them they were wrong by slowing down right among 

the Samaritans.  By the way, the Samaritans did not like the Jewish people either.  They would 

sometimes kill people of Israel that would travel through their region.  The hate went both ways. 

 

However, Jesus slowed down in Samaria and that shows us the heart of our Savior—that He is 

all about breaking certain barriers with His grace and with His love and with His truth and with 

His Gospel that transforms.   

 

So, if we want to be people like Christ, O do we need grace from God that we might be willing 

to enter in and mix with people that some people in our circle of influence might resist mingling 

with.  We must be among people.  Looking at the Spirit of Christ that is here in this text, we must 
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be those that ask the Lord to give us the grace to burst out of our bubble of security and comfort 

zones. 

 

I think it would be consistent with the heart of Christ that is presented for us as we experience 

the fullness of the Spirit to spend a lot of time in a city that is becoming very dense with Muslim 

population.  Go with love to bring the grace of Jesus and the truth of the Messiah to them. 

 

I think there tends to be some conservatives here.  What if the Lord called you to go and spend 

some time with the Society of Student Socialists at the local college?  Go and share the love of 

Jesus Christ with them.   

 

Maybe the Lord wants to send somebody into the homeless encampment where it is not easy for 

people who are used to a nice home with four walls.  The Lord may send you right into those 

people’s needs.  Maybe the Lord wants to send people from this church to those who are 

struggling with gender identity issues.  

 

We go to all these places with the grace and the truth and the power and the love of the Holy 

Spirit.  He certainly does not send us to go and begin practicing Islam.  He certainly does not 

send us in to start celebrating and parading sin, that which the Bible calls twisted.   

 

However, Jesus does send us in with truth and mercy—if we are going to follow the pattern of 

Christ that is revealed to us here when He went straight into Samaria and intended to slow down 

and spend a little time with those people.  This is an awesome picture that is presented to us here. 

 

How we need God’s grace for help that He would prompt us from our places of security out into 

places of need.  It is so amazing that Jesus commands this in the Great Commission.  He said to 

go out go out to all the nations.  The Great Commission is stated in Acts 1:8: 

 
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth. 

 

Jesus was sending His disciples into dark and desolate places, places of great need.  If we are 

going to have the resolve that Christ had, we need to ask the Lord to fill us up with a new and 

burning desire to reach out to people that others would deem unreachable.  That is what 

happened with the Samaritans.   

 

We continue and see another aspect of Christ-like resolve that is revealed to us in this text.  First, 

it reaches out to the unreachable.  Second, 

 

2. It withholds hostility from the hostile (9:54-56)   
 

It practices grace, the kind of determination that refuses the instinct to fight fire with fire, to 

return insult for insult.  It is the kind of grace that will turn the other cheek when offended.   
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We see this as we get ourselves back into the story revealed in Verses 54 and 55, but we must get 

ourselves into what was taking place and how these Samaritans responded to Jesus when He 

intended to spend some time with them. 

 

What happened in this story?  You must understand that Jesus had an entourage with Him, so to 

speak.  Not only were there the twelve disciples, but getting into Chapter 10 we will learn about 

seventy-two others that He would send out. 

 

At the very least, Jesus had a good fifty to a hundred people with Him.  We don’t know exactly 

when all those seventy-two gathered, but Jesus had a large group of people that traveled with 

Him, so wisely He sent two messengers ahead to make preparations in this Samaritan village. 

 

Two men from His group went to the village to tell them that they needed to be ready for what 

was about to happen.  The people were told that there was a very special group of people 

coming, one among them being the Messiah, who was heading to Jerusalem but wanted to spend 

some time there.  This is not recorded in the Gospel, but something like that happened. 

 

The messengers went in and prepared the people of this Samaritan village for that which was 

about to come.  We see the very cool and icy response that they were met with.  Again, Verse 52: 

 
52

And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the 

Samaritans, to make preparations for him.  
53

But the people did not receive him, 

because his face was set toward Jerusalem.   
 

The Samaritans received the news of the Lord’s impending arrival, and they did not respond with 

joy.  They did not even respond with indifference.  They denied Him.  They said that He was not 

going to stay there.  They were not going to help Jesus and His group as they walked through 

Samaria.   

 

However that incident went down, the Lord Jesus Christ put out an olive branch to those who 

were considered the enemies of Israel.  He wanted to grace them with His presence, but was 

squarely denied by the Samaritans that He was extending peace to. 

 

Now we have the infamous reply of James and John.  Verse 54: 

 
54

And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 

tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 
 

I was listening to John MacArthur preach on this in 2003.  He read that verse and called that the 

“Saddam Hussein” response to the request.  You are going to insult us?  Then we are going to 

incinerate you.  That is whey these sons of Zebedee were remembered as the Sons of Thunder in 

Mark Chapter 3, where it names the disciples.  Boanerges—the Sons of Thunder. 

 

To their credit, this showed their fierce loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ.  They loved the Lord.  

They had recently seen His glory up on the mountain.  They heard His teaching.  They saw what 
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He had done.  They had experienced His grace and His love.  They were probably a little bit tired 

and worn out, and maybe a little bit heated from all the walking. 

 

James and John saw this response to the God of the universe who was then in human flesh; the 

One who had calmed seas; the One who had raised the dead, and they heard the response that  

came to this request and they were irate!   

 
54

…“Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume 

them?” 
 

Do you want to consume them with a bolt of lightning from above?  If so, we will call it down! 

 

So the big question is:  What made them think that they could do that?  I don’t think the Lord 

ever commanded that before.  The fact of the matter is, they were probably thinking about Elijah 

before them.   

 

There is a story that is recorded in 2 Kings Chapter 1, where Elijah issued a negative prophecy 

regarding ungodly King Ahaziah.  King Ahaziah did not like it, so he sent a squadron of fifty to 

go and straighten Elijah out.  But Elijah called down fire from heaven and they were consumed, 

so Ahaziah sent another fifty.  They also got consumed. 

 

Perhaps James and John had been thinking about that story.  They were in the same region where 

that happened.  They had recently had the opportunity to see Elijah himself, so they said that 

they were going to do the same thing too. 

 
54

…“Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume 

them?” 
 

How did the Lord respond?  It stopped Him dead in His tracks.  Verses 55 and 56: 

 
55

But he turned and rebuked them.  
56

And they went on to another village. 
 

Jesus stopped, and He corrected James and John and let them know that was not the spirit of 

ministry that He was carrying out.  They were in the age of grace, and this was not something 

that He would want any of His people to think that they could do. 

 

Perhaps, Jesus reminded them of what was recently taught on The Sermon on the Plain.  Luke 

6:27 through 29: 

 
27

”But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  
29

To the one who strikes 

you on the cheek, offer the other also 

 

Maybe Jesus responded to them with those truths, those things that He had been seeking to get 

through into their hearts.   
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One way or the other, we read this, and we see that while there is a time of judgment that is 

going to fall upon the sinners of this earth who do not turn to Jesus for mercy, today is not that 

day.  We are living in the day of grace.  We are living in the Gospel Age, where the message of 

salvation goes forth to sinners and we warn them with gracious love, telling them that Jesus 

came to save us from the wrath that is to come.  That is the spirit of the age that we are living in.  

That is what Jesus calls us to do. 

 

If we are to have Christ-like resolve, we withhold hostility from the hostile.  We must be those 

who practice grace, and we leave the issues of justice to the governing authorities.  This is what 

Jesus calls us to do.   

 

I wonder how many of you here have ever been so frustrated with another person that you just 

might like to call down fire to consume them.  If not, then maybe you are just smoldering 

internally toward them.  Maybe you need to read this story in and ask the Lord to fill you with 

His grace, such grace that will flow over them like the cool refreshing air conditioning that I feel 

flowing over me right now.   

 

I wonder how many people among us have been so angry and frustrated with lesser things that 

we let that consternation get us unfocused and less effective in the greater things.  I wonder how 

many people among us have let small things burn us up, getting all fired up about things that we 

should be lukewarm about. 

 

Jesus is calling us to build up the church and represent the love of God to the neighborhood that 

we live in.  Is that getting set aside because of lesser things?  John and James, they had been 

under the teaching of Jesus all those years and they were still ready to call down fire among these 

Samaritans.   

 

How sad would it be if there was a man or a woman, a brother or a sister in Christ, that have 

been in church for years or decades and when the frustrations of this life crowd in, they respond 

with the same sense of boiling consternation as anybody else in this world.  Their reply is not 

distinct.  Their reply or response is not Spirit-filled. 

 

We need to be those who say, Lord, fill my heart and let Christ be revealed in me.  Let me shine 

forth with Your Kingdom’s truth and love and grace.  May God help us to be unflappable in 

Jesus Name, taking things in stride and remembering that we are among those who ought to have 

been consumed by fire ourselves.  Because we have received mercy, we must give mercy. 

 

Christian living is about Christ being formed in us.  Maybe some of us need to learn the lesson of 

Verse 56. 

 
56

And they went on to another village. 

 

Maybe we need to learn to just move on.  Christ was resolved to die for you.  Are you resolved 

to die to self and the let the love of God flow through you in this dark age that we live in. 
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Let me close with two more resolutions.  We will add these to the list made by Jonathan 

Edwards. 

 

Based on this text and teaching, let’s ask the Lord to stir our hearts that we might: 

 

1. Be resolved to reach more people. 

 

As Jesus did when He entered into this Samaritan village.  Second, let’s: 

 

2. Be resolved to show more grace. 

 

Let’s close in a word of prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


